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Grate and Peace. 


R 1o6ur Wosz ure; 


N ==] Should much forget 
my ſelfe, if ( whillt L 
1 {| preſſe others to Good- 
DP. wes and Mercy)T ſhould 
| a forget yours to my 
\ i natiue Country; there Ce in 
=—==—====! you haue done good, 9% 
(to the houſe of God) not oneby in out- 

ward buildings and ornaments, but in ſet- 

ling a Preacher, where before was none, . ih 


A 2 and 


ind ſuch a one as cannbt eaſily be equalled 
in eminency of gifts: There alſo, you haue 
exerciſed (Mercy )in building ſuch an Abne/- 
bore, as that l know not what may be ad- 
ded thereto, vnleſſe hereafter, you ſhall ſec 
cauſe to ſet over the blind and lame & deafe 


( who are leſſe able to repayre to, and pro- 


fit by the publique Mipiſtery) a more pri- 
vate Teacher & Catechiſt. S, hanke God, 
I could never yet the Art of flattery, neither 
will your Wiledome(it | know you) broołke 
the trade. It ſufficeth, that I haue in a line or 
two recommended to others practice your 
example; and conveyed to poſteritie, my 
thankfulneſſe, with your bountic. If God 
make me able, I ſhall ( haply ) doe it here- 
after in a better manner; In the meane, I 
beſeech you to accept my preſent thankes, 
wrapt vp in a dead Lettet, and ſicke Epi- 


ſtle, and ſtill continue to loue his Country, 
who ſtill reſts 
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Bold DOB td Botha But 
i» To the Chriſtian R 

: —|ExnTits Ruaves; 
d| Vuderſland, that I was 
then Sunmoned to the 
(roſſe, when I vas not in 
wo | caſe, either co Studie or to 
| Jpeak'3the former ſtravght, 
2 (when I could not be excu- 
ſed) forced me to a familiar ani eaſie Text, the later to 
a briefe and ſhort kind of ſpeech, which carried with it 
an a'pearance of that, Which J ever ſhund, Affecta- 
tion and Obſcuritic. I may be, thine Eye will con- 
ceiue me better then thine Eure, and therefore ] yeelde 
to importunitie, and preſent my ſelfe to thy view, en- 
treating two things of thee, 1. Charitic, 2. Conſci- 
ence ; ( haritie tewards the Printer, i caſe ſome 
faults in my abſence Jeſcape him : towar.ls me, in caſe. 
fo jrequent quotations offend thee : my now practice a- 
grees With my ancient Iul ; at home, my people 
neither vnderſtand nor diſire tongues, and humane An- 
thorities, and therefore I am ſparing, on the other ſude, 
When 1 fall ypon an Auditorie that conceines and re- 
ceiues both, I vſe bath, as I ſee my advantage. All is 
thine if thou canſt be content, and wilt adde Conlci- 
A3 ence 


eader. 


Fox his 


Margrol, 


oc 


ence ( the ſecond thing ) to Charitie, It grienes my 
ſoule to fee the guiſe of many hearers i they deſire novel- 
ties: When they haue heard, they tudge the man and his 
method,and then ſit doWne, ſeldome praftizing What is 
Preached. Reader, he nat ſuch an hearer, leaſt thou coſen 
thy /elfe, Iames 1. 22. thou here ſceſt, that if thou be 
of God, and Gods goodneſſe, and ſpecial mercy ſhali be 
thine, thou muſt be go t u doe good, be mercifull and 
ſhew mercie, the times require this, the Lard expects 
this, our vnthankfulnes an i vnfrutfulnes bath welmoff 
vndone Vs, if we, Who huue more peace in the State 
more Preaching in the ( burch, then any other knowne 
Nation vnder heaven, be not more ſruttfull and aboun- 
dant in goodnes,th:n ether people, aur light will be turnd 
into de ſues, au/ Sunne into blood: What ſhall Iſay ? or 
to Whom ſhall I tone my ſelfe? we call til we are hoarſe, 
we ſpeake till we ſpit forth our lungs, yet will not the 
Sonnes of Men heare vs, they will not heart, I ſay(with 
teares they will not heare, we can dce no 200d: O Lord 
perſwade Iaphet, for we camnot, and be mercifull to 
this barren Couutrey: Reader, T leaue thee, adding to 
the Martyrs,Pray,pray,pray,WWorke,Worke, worke_. 


Thine in the Lord; : 
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1 In his ſimple being, 16594), vert. r. 


| 
| - : 1. Simply good 
| — 2. Reſpecdiueſy 
| | oulnes. eren N 
| — 
= 1. Inhimſelfe. 
2 < | \ 
7 1. In his ſecond 
Ne being, vx his 4 
ertics, 
2 | | 4 to 
. 
OO 
: 
A t. Power is His, 
= 1 — = | Great- verſ. 2, 
jet of our neſſe. 1 
prayſes, God, 2+ Dominiõ is His. - 
& conſidered verſ. 3. 
| 1, In general), they are all wondertull.yerſ, 4. 
| | 
| 1. Such as con» Creation in the 
u — cerne the t 
— whole world. verſ. g. 6 57. 
| Perſervation and - 
= 
| 2. In verſ. 8, 9. | 
" | s. Such 1, In her firſt Plantati- 
wh . | as con- on verſ. 10.—23. 


cerne the J. In ber Pu e. 
Church. I ſetled & | v.23. 24. 
ſtate, her | Poſts 


GODS 
GOODNES AND 
MER CIE: 


Layd open in a Sermon at Pauli- 
Croſſe, on the laſt of une. 1622. 


PSALM. 136. VERS 1. 


Prayſe yer the Lord, becauſe He is good ; for 
his Mercie... enduteth fur ever, rr. 


His Pſalme clearcs it ſelſe, 

and therefore a Title nee 

deth nor, it unſwers all er: Ordmary, as 
caſuons : and therefore the 2 (20: het 4 
Arguments are generall, it , z Cbr+.7. 
was ſung by courſe, and“ 
therefore the burthen is 

ſtill the ſame In it we haue r in ode 
a Dutie preſſed, and Ar- a 
guments preſſing : the Dutie is thankeſulneſſe, deli- 

vered from its common nature; Confeſiion: (our prai- 

ſes are but acknowledgments of Gods excellencies.) 

The Arguments 3 from the Obiect of our 


pray- 


2 Gods Goode fe. 
prayſes;Go p, conſidered firſt in himſelſe; Secondly, 
in his Workes: in himſelſe corfidered; He is 
kended by a firſt and ſecond Act of our 
ding; Furſt, in his moſt ſimple being (conſeſſe to Je- 
bovah) Sccondly, in his ſecond being, (to ſpeake as 
we conceiue things) in his Nr | | 

Theſe mentioned here and che- Here, as Exa/«# 
34. &c. arc; firſt, Gratiouſneſſe; Secondly, Greatneſſe; 
for the farit, he is firſt ſimply (Good Yand then in a re- 
ſpect ( Merciſull,) for the ſec ond, His is Power, He is 
(Gods of Gods) Gods in the Plurall, becavle all 
powers are His, (God of Gods) in an Hebrew ſuper- 

fil. 9. g. latiue, becauſe he is farre above all Gods, whether ſo 
reputed or deputed; that great, that ſtrong God, as 
Moſes expounds the phraſe. Deut 10.7. 

Next, Kingdome is His: He is (Lords of Lords) 
in the (ame ſenſe, that is, the Monarch and Empc- 
rour of Princes and States; now if Power be His, and 
Kingdome His, Glory is His alſo, therefore 57 $53 

Verl, 1. conteſlc it, ſayth the Pſalm : This is the firſt 
ment from Gods bleſſed ſelſe; the ſecond, from his 
Workes, we leave for haſte, &c. 
See che Table Of the Action (Canſeſſe,) the Obiect ( 7ehovah ) 
prefixed, ſome - thing at home. Goodneſſe and Mercie, offer 
themſelues next; and firſt, Goodneſſe, as the more ge- 
nerall, and the ground of At ercie. 
Dott. God is good. This Point is plaine, a principle not 
ehe- needing Prooſe; there be (ſayth Nature in the Phi- 
pa, Ari. loſopher) ſome confeſſed goods;of the ſe, God is the 
Nrn. n. 46. chieſe, nay all theſe in one, like an abſolute Pearle, 
that containes all beauties in it ſelſe, no Marcion will 
denie goodneſſe, where he yeelds a God- head, wy 


Gods Gon wy; y nn. 
haue therefore layd enough tor Proofe, whea wee 
haue once layd what is, and how it is affir- 
med of God. | 

For the firſt, Goodneſſe is the perfection of things, c. 
for which they are deſireableʒpetfectiò imports free- 
dome from all deſects, and fulnes of all excellencics, 
and is chiefly ſeene in the being, working, end of 
thingsʒ that which hath the nobleſt being, and there- 
fore end, and therefore operations, is ever beſt and 
moſt deſircable : Deſire is the reaching of the Soule 
after that that likes vs, becauſe it is like vs : Now the 
All-fufficient God is his one being, his owne end, His e is his 
his owne 4, or rule in Action, yea he is the Author 2 
of all good, the end and deſire of all things ( in natu- zag, cug, 4 
rall relpects) and therefore the perfection of all, and 1. J. 8. 
ſo all perſection and goodneſſe. 

For the ſecond, God is, firſt, eſſentially good, good . 
without goodrefſe, (laith Auftiv.) Creatures be good, Sa wages 
but not goodneſſe; their nature is good, but good- wH:ncerather 
neſſe is not their nature, but the nature and ſub than his 
of God ( ſayth the Chriſtian Phyloſopher) is good- 
neſſe, nature and goodneſſe differ nor in him, but 
onely in a reſpect. 

Secondly, cauſally good ; not as the forme of parti- „- 
cular goods, but as the Worker of all, the meaſure o 
all, che end, that terminates and perſects all. 

Thirdly, ( which followes vpon the former) ei- 
wentl good : firkt, in Order, Nature, Worth ;; and laſtly, 
Originally, and Abſolutely the onely good. Mank. 17. 

This Doctrine cals more for practice then proofe, 
becauſe as in nature, ſo here, the ſweereſt things are 


molſt-abo{ed, & being abuſed, prove moſt dangerous. cim ors 
| * B 2 God e 


4 
Fje 1. 


All good ha- 
tred comes 
from good 
loue, but bad 
hatted produ- 
ceth bad loue. 


Serato. apud 
An. lb. 18. 


Gods Goodueſſe | 

God is good, let us put it to vic;firſt,for Ham- 
bling, ſee . : for of goodnes, 
can come nothing but goodnes; ſecondly, What we 
are now by nature, bad; for firſt, we are ſunke as farre 
from God as hell is from heaven; He is hoh, we pro- 
fane, He wiſe, we fooliſh. He true, we falſe, He good, 
we naught. Secondly, from this diſproportion 
growes hatred of Gods holine ſſe, in his Word, wor- 
ſuip, people, preſence,cvery way. Thirdly, from this 
hatred ſprings loue to his enemies, the World, Fleſh, 
Satan. Fourchly, from this loue, aliftaing to what 
fl-ſh (hall propound, and Satan ſuggeſt, and thence a 
capacitic and poſſibilitie of bcing monſtrous in life, 
and blaſphemous to the death. 

Oh —— a peece of ground is mans heart now be- 
come wherein no ſpiritualnes thrives, vnleſſe Power 
it ſelfe plant it ?wherein, Pride, Muy ther, Whoredome, 
Sodomy, Blaſphemir, Atherſme, either doth or ſoone 
may ſeede? This curicd nature, this renders vs as o- 
dious, as goodneſſe doth amiablcyjand this muſt be 
ſeene if ever we will be ſaved. Now the glaſſe that 
detects badnes is Gods goodneſſe, by his nature and 
workes we ſee ours, as by the Sunne wee ſee motes, 
and filth by light; but God is a light too firong for 
our ſenſe? True, therefore we mutt with him (in the 
ſtory ) looke for the Sunne in the Weſt, not in the 
Eaſt : behold the Lord as he is reflected & refracted, 
firſt in the glaſſe of his creatures, and his Workes. 
Secondly, in the face of his degreſt Sonne, ſo we ſhall 
ſee ( at one view) vnſpeakeable beautie, and deſor- 
mitic; that in God, this in vs: ſo way and overture 
will be made for that firſt, ſecond, and third of Chri- 


Rianicie, 


| onze * * 
ö Ik N I 
fianirie, true humilitie: ſo Gods goodneſſe will be 4g. n 
admitted ; mans wickednefle abhorred, all rhe er- | 
rours of the times, and incongruities of action will 
be ſdone reſolved into their firſt —5 eſtrange- 
ment from, and diſtruſt in this — e ot God, 
Secondly, fee what we ſhould be, zgoodnes 2. ½ 
is ever — and therefore ( Soy Philo- ow * 
ſopher) imitable. Now the 119. P/al. verſ. d tels 
vs, that God is good, and doth good, and hee is our 
Coppy and rule, 
Firit therefore we muſt bee good, and then doe 1 
o0d. firſt the ſap muſt be 2008, and then the ſruitʒ | 
or as things be, ſo they worke; the infulion of the 
fap (the firſt act of our converſion ) is Gods act, our 
will prevents it not, but followes it. The ſecond act 
( of fructifying) is ours, vnder God: for when God 
hath — and doth touch vs, wee doe moue; and 
whileſt the ſpirit ĩimbreathes vs, we turne about like 
the Mill : in neither wee muſt bee wanting to our 
ſeluce, but concurre, in this as agents, in that as pa- 
tienes, and as our libertie ( in external! acts) is vill — 7 — 
ſome, ſo muſt our ende vours bee anſwerable. Firſt 10 come to 
wce mult haue the patience to heare (what ſoever Church, to 
wanton wits may talke of the wills virginitie oro- 
ther exemptions of the higher faculties) that in our , 
fleſn dwels no ſpirituall goodnes, all our goodneſle 
dwels ont of our ſelues in Chritt. 
Secondly, that it is Gods owne hand, that (lends 
vs from the firſt, and ſets vs in the ſecond Adem. 
And thirdly that he doth this by his one meanes, 
& therefore we mult render our ſelves to his meanes, 
waiting till hee (who ſpeakes in working, and 
B 3 workes 


2 


1. 1. 
34 


the Soule, by the care. 


ſpeaking ) ſhall pleale 10 {peake life igeo 


workes in 


Thus are wee made trees, being ſuch, wee muſt 
(in the ſecond place) beare: heers. lies our 
bulineſſe, our errand hirheris not ro pleaſe or preach 
man, but to call for fruite t. 21. 34. you are trecs 
in Gods vincyard, well planted, tenced, husbanded, 
what is your fruite? your Land is good, your Law 
is good, your Cittie good, your Sermons good, 
what be you ? Is your fruite none? Heare our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, every Tree, ic. every Man, every Houſe, 
24 Cittie, every Nation, that bcares not truite, is 
tor the fire : Is your fruite bad ? Heare againe,a good 
Tree cannot bring forth bad fruit, and the ground 
that brings forth bricrsafrer ſhowers muſt be burnt. 
Heb.6,8.Y ou haue received the raine of Heaven, and 
muſt be as the raine and dewe from Heaven, Mic. 5. 7. 
elſe the curſe is neere. Is your goodneſſe onely Mo- 
rall ? heare your Saviour, Every branch that beares not 
fraite in mee, be takes away. Tob. 15. 2. Your workes 
muſt be che workes of God, wrought from God, for 
God, ia God, according to God, elſe they are bur 
ſhining ſinnes. Is your goodnes (pirituall ? heare a- 

aine, vnleſſe a man abide in me he is caſt out, caſt 
into the fire and burnt, John 1 5. 6. Behold, if an o- 
ther ſhould crie fire, fre, fire, thus in your ſirectes, 
you would bee all awakened ; our bleſſed Saviour 
crics, fire if your fruite be none, fire if bad, fire if not 
ſpirituall, fire if not laſting. Oh be afraid of this con- 
ſuming fire, and as you heare the words, ſo doe the 
workes of God. Religion, ( we mult know) is not 


a name, goodneſſe a word, it is actiue like fire, com- 
municatiue 


municatiue like light, as the life of things ſtands in 
goodnes, ſo the lia of goodnefle in action. The 
chieſeſt goods are me, the beſt a mecre 
Act, and the more good wee doe, the more god-like 
and excellent we bezwhar — mears? 
dnes, what of wines: nes;whart o * 
— of all — — 
tort in life ? what in death ? what aſter? whatever? 8 
goodnes; This is the man, the whole man, no cconn 
to this in life, no comfort tothis in the day of ac- 
counts, Well done, good ſeruant, enter into thy ; 
maſters toy. Glory, and honour, and peace, is to e- hm 
very worker of goodnes, whether Jew or Gentile, 
bond or free, rich or poore, wile or ſimple, weake 
or firong ; if a worker of righteouineſſe, hee is accep- 1 
ted, afh{ted, reward:d, there ſore worke. | 
Now as you mult be preſſed ro, and richinevery Tit 3. i. 
good wor ke, (for goodnes containes all parts owing, 
to God or man, our ſelues or others, friends or foes.) 
So chiefely in the beſt, for kinde or vie, that ia, g 
ſpirituall, and common; for the firſt, as ſpirituall, 
gifts, ſo acts are moſt deſireable., Man never liues till 
the life of God live in him, and all that hee doth be 
either a ſpirituall act, or (at leaft) ſpiritually acted; 
holincſſe muſt be written ( Zacharie tels vs ) = . 
our bridles, when we warte; vpon our cups, hen *. 
we drin ke: In ſhort, the kingdome of God, muſi firſt 
be ſought and ſet vp in vs and ours; and, what» wee 
may, advanced among others, in the meanes ai ir 
maintenance for it. And heere the rich may 
ioyne in one both theſe goods ſpirituall and com- 
mon. Some Churches (you ſce) want men, ſome 
| men 


* 


men Churches and meanes: | bluſh, I bleed to ſpeak 
it, able men are ready to hite out themſelues for 
bread, and excellent its hang the head for want of 
- watcring, gaſping like fiſhes out of the water, bein g 
— both meanes and hopes; if there be any 
true blood yet running in your veines, you that can 
feede Birds and Dogs, ſtarue not Grace and Lear- 
niag. Children might be Schollers, Schollers Prea- 
chers, Preachers Saviours, and that of Thouſands, 
did not dogs care the Childrens bread, 
Secondly, you muſt ayme at the common good, 
for that is (till the greateſt good; and heere two 
rules, firſt, if you will be for the publike, you muſt 
be good in private : beare your owne fruite, worke 
in your owne hiues, man your one oares, and 
make good ydur one ſtanding. Happy is that. 
body. wherein the cye ſecs, the care heares, the li- 
ver ſanguiſies & c · Happy that houſe, wherein the 
Maſier roles, the man runs, the head leades, and 
the body follows; Happie that State, wherein the 
Cobler meddles with his laſt, the Trade ſman with 
his ſhop, the Student with his booke, the Counſel- 
ler wich State, the Prince with the Scepter, and each 
Creature liacs in his awne Element; bur woe bee 
to che Heathens armic, when all will be Capraines, 
and none Souldiers, woc to that body that will be 
all head; members miſplaccd are neither for vie 
nor calc. | | 
Secondly, we muſt ſhoote at the common white, 
that is, though you bee private in your ſtandings, 
yet you mult be publike in your affetions, and in · 


ments, 


For 


Gods Goodneſſe_. 9 

For the firſt; I meane affections, as King Richard 
beſtowed him ſelſe diuerſſy, at his death, ſo muſt we 
in life; Bohemia claimes a part in our loue, the Palati- 
nate a part the Churches abroad, our Brethren at home 
2 part : at home, in ſelling we muſt be buyers, in len- 
ding borrowers, in viſiting patients, in comforting 
mourncrs ʒ abroad, we mutt in our one peace con» 
ſider their warres, feele them panting, ſee them blec- 
ding, heare them ſcriching; O hwsband, O wife, O my 
childe, my childe, O mother, mother, mother, my father u 
Nine, my brother is torne, my legge is off, my guts be out, 
halfe dead, halfe aline, worſe then either, breauſe neither. 
O that we had hearts ro bleede over them, and to 
pray for the peace of /eraſalem. 

For the ſecond, our thoughts mult all mecte in the 
common- good, like ſo many lines in a Center, 
ſireames in the Sea; Chriſt Ieſus pleaſed not humſelſe, 
ſayth S. Paul; He dyed for vs, layth S. 1obn, therefore 
we n vft for our brethren ; one member will die for 
all, one Heathen for many; if we muſt die for the 
common-good, muit we not live to it? If all muſt, 2 
muſt not the more publique perſons? Yes, you Law- To ſene in 
yers (to inſtance) mult be common blefhngs, and — 
not ſce ke your owne, you mu (with Pa in) reiect 
bad cauſes, and ripen good; there goes but a payre of 
Sheares betwec ne a protracting Lawyer, and chea- 
ting Mountebanke, tl. at lets his Client backward 
and forward like 4 man at Cheſſe, and proves a but- 
cher to the lilly ſneepe which ranne to him ſrom the 
Drover. 2 

You Land · lords moſt be common too, iſ with that Land-lords. 


Duke you will truſt your Tenants wich your throat, = nos. 
| i . 


YOU Miſt hownur. 


—— — — — 
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10 Gods Gradreſſe. 
you muſt not hurt theirs, you are heads of Townes, 
the head ſhould care forthe leaſt toe, encloſure, if ic 
wound not the heart, yet treads it heavie on the toes 
a State; force not men by wracking rents, by over- 
— 2 and picking quarrels ro vndoe 
lues, betray not Townes, as Kome did Car- 
thage with a difiindtion, we will (aye the Cittie, but 
deltroy the Towne : a poore man in his houſe is like 
aSnayle in his ſhell, cruſb that, and you kill him, ſay 
therefore with thy ſelſe, my Tenant is a man, nota 
beaſt, were he a beaſt, yet a righteous man is merci- 
fall to his beaſt; a breeding Bird muſt not haue her 
neſt deſtroyed, a yong Kid muſt not be ſod in his mo- 
thers milke, what will become of me and mine, if I 
deftroy the neſtof breeding Chriftians, and having 
Mich. z. z. chopt them to the pot, ſeethe old and yong in one 
| anothers bloud ? 
3. You Patrons mult be for the common · good alſo, 
Vatram. preſerre many ſoules to one tenth, when you be to 
chuſe a Shepheard let the queſtion be that of theirs 
in the Goſpell, /h M worthy ? and the deciſion, De- 
tur digmiors ; when you preſent, preſent not a Prome- 
theus (acrifice, skinne and bone without fleſh; when 
zach. g. you haue preſented, feare Zacharies curſe againſt per- 
turicand ſacriledge, if periurie dwell in the Parſo- 
mage, and robbery in the Mannor, the curſe of Go» 
A free Patron Will pull downe both. Laſtly, when you haue a Pro- 
akrt,a ki Phet, be you Patrons, ſtudic his peace, as he doth 
lu voes bis yours, what Law it may be,after vowes to enquire, l 
owne texch:r, doe not know, ſure I am, Salomon ſayth, it is deſtruc- 
. tion, deſuuction of ſome eſtates, of many ſoules z 
whilſt the Nurſe wants bread, the Chil * 
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mille, ſo both cry and both are heard, and woe be to 
him that hath a cry of Soules againſt him. 
Nobles, I know not whether they frequent this 4 
mr ws (pw 26 — to remem— Ne. 
hat the Story ſayth of ſome men, that they | 
are Medicinable from to toe, and ſuch ſhould FAG. cg; 
they be. Firlt, they ſhould heale themſelues, becauſe 
their actions are all exemplary then their families, 
by eſtabliſhing Nebachaduezzars order, that no man Dan. 3. 29, 
ſpeake(much leſſe doe) any thing amiſſe againſt the 
God of heaven; thirdly, the oppreſſed and woun- , 
dcd; they ſhould reſcue the poote, as did noble 7ob, 
plead for them, ride for them, ſpeake to Maiettie it 
lelſe for them, where povertie hath not acceſſe. $o 
ſhall they enoble themſelues, and prevent the cen- Fil . 
ſure of former Ages. _ 
Wee cloſe this Vie with Magiſtrates and Inis . 3 
( /tinerant,or others) ; S. Paul tels them their errand; = and 
it is the common good, and chalkes out their way; —— 
they muſt be Terrors and Comforts. 10 10 Aya 
irſt, terrors to the evill, cls evill-doers will be a 9%. 
terror to them, for ſinne is impudent & incroaching, 
as experience hath taught vs: Bribery will be ſome. 
times bolder then /nnocency ; Falſhood then Trash; 
a man that doth more then deliberate of Rebellion 
( which yet a Tacitus could call Rebellion), he will 24.5. ier. 
- embarke himſelſe in actions of State, embroyle 
Kingdomes, transferre, for his publique good, any . in * 
Crowne, ſpeake moſt baſely o — Pri Pont & 19. 
and yet ſuch a man as this will be, neete hand, h v. Bern 
as loud from the Barre, as Iuſtice from the Bench: a2 ©* 


Gentleman-ſwearer, drunkard, Whare-maſfter , fabber, 
C 2 | will 


ale {Loa / 


will ſoone out - are a luſlice, an Alderman; and a 
Noble- mans mans man will ſo amazc luſſice (if ſhee 
take not the more heart) that ſhee is left ſpeechleſſe 
2 long time aftcr. O eb, Phineas, Nehemiah, Cc. 
whats become of your ſpirit?You would drive linne 
and finners into their holes;now they dare the light, 
and tare Tuſtice in the face, as if they would out face 
her: ariſe ( yee living Images of God) cloth your 
{clues wich zrale as with a cloake, put on luſlice as a 

- garment, vnderſtand, that there is a King in — a 
God in heavcnzand make (jane vnderſtand, that you 
haue zeale in your. hearts, and a ſword in your 
hands. 

» #4 Secondly, Vou muſt be incouragers of goodneſſe; 
goodneſſe (I ſay) both ſpirituall and morall, religi- 

on, and rightcouſncſle ; for Religion, where is zeale 
comely, it not there? when, if not now, when falſe 

reale blaze th, and true cooles? View a zealous Papiſt 

(in that name and reſpect, better then a meere Neu- 

ter) and he dares tell vs to our heads, that our Reli- 

gion is crrour, our ſelues heretiques, our end deſtruc- 

tion ; that one Heaven cannot hold vs hereaſter, one 

Cam 10. Church now, that living and dying Lutherans, wee 

2% ates 76, ſhall be certainely damned] if we be not, he will be 

er reſ A. damned for vs: Now if our Faith ſtand vpon better 

Ref, Lac. 0j- pillars then his,why ſhould not we be as reſolute and 

c confident as he? View againe the Atheiſt, and he 
flyeth vpon Religion, as a Bird vpon the Candle; he 
diſgraces it, & will not you then grace it He ſmites 
it, and will not you defend it? Ves, Religion calls in 
your (word to her ſuccour, chiefly when ſhee is op- 

poſed in her Prophets, they are the men of ſorrowes z 


they 


they finde the Hiſtorian true, that we haue loft the We 
la aripmus — 


names (I may adde the nature) of things: Dar kenes 
is called light, light dur kencathe Shepheard is hunte d, 
and the Foxe hunts him: Many a man cryes out of 


blaſphemie againſt God and the King, and the blaſ- 18m. 25. 


phemie is but this, Vaboth will not part with a peece 
of his fleece; many a fearefull Bill is framed againſt a 
Preacher, when the Enditement ſhould runne thus; 


Bonus vir; ſed ideo malus, quia Chriſtianus at leaſt Chri- — Apdl. 
en, 


ſti nuncius. My Fathers, and reverend wages, open 
our mouthes in the cauſe of the afflicted; remem- 
r, that you owe your Hoods, Gownes,Liues, ſelues 
tothe Goſpell did not our Miniſtry awe mens con- 
ſciences, nor you, nor the world would be one yea 
elder; ſhould you ceaſe to countenance vs in our 
righteous cauſes, you ſhould betray your right hand' 
with the leſt. 
Now as Religion brings the greateſt good, and 


therefore muſt bee moi reſpected; ſo Juſlice the- 


next, and therefore muſt bee carefully adminiſtred. 
And heere wee ſhall not neede to minde you of the 


13 


cc Saluft. 


Oratours deſt, or the Heathens note, How that ma- . 15, 


ny more offend by ſeeking ſavour, then offending, it 
ſhall ſuffice to reſerre your wiſedomes to two Scrip- 


tures in Jeb; the firſt, is Chap. 15. verſ. 34. and its Chap.1 5434, 


this; Fire ſhall conſume the Tabernacles of Bribery : if 
Bribery ( how ever diſguiſed) get into the houſe, 
whether by the maſter or miſtreſſe, or ſonne, or ſer- 
vant, God will fire it out, or fire the houſe over it. 


The ſecend, is Chap. 13. verſe 10. He will ſurelyre- Chap, 13.105 


prome you, if you ſecretly accept perſons. Carry it never 
ſo ſmoothly, yet if vader-hand you preferre a Laick 
C3 ro 


= 


Lob. r;. 


ads Goodue| 
to a Church-man, a Lord to a Plough-man, a kinſ- 


man to a ſtranger, a Courtier to a Peaſant, and take 


away the righteouſneſſe of the innocent, and iullific 
the wicked, God will certainely reprooue you, 1. e. 
chide, ſmite, curſe you for it, and ſo ſet it on, as no 
man ſhall bee able to rake it off; that God that will 
not ſuffer you to be partiall for the poore, for him- 
ſelfe,will never brooke other warpings,and partiali- 
ties: Oh, then looke vpward, and peruſe your Oath, 
deale egally between party and party, plea and plca; 
and if you will needes heare any in ptivate, heare the 
poore man ſpeake, whoſe counſell dares not ſpeake 
(ſometimes) in publique ; and if you will haſten a- 
by hence, haſten him who languiſheth, whilſt head 
and body ſtand a hundred myles a-ſunder. And 
when you ride circuit, I be ſeech you remember, 
that you ride circuit, not poſt, take time to heare 
poore mens grievances your (clues, leaſt in a Reſe· 
rence, you leaue the Hare in the Hunt -· mans - hands, 
and the Commiſſioner deputed, vmpire the matter, 
as once they did at & ame, betwecne Neighboursgthe 


ground is neither the Plaintifs nor Deſendants, it is 


the Iudges. To wind vp all, nor you, nor we of the 
Miniſtry (co whom I had more to lay it the place ſui - 
red, and of whom more elſe-where) nor any pre- 


' ſent, hau: done the good wee ſhould; let vs lay for 
the time palt, That we haue beene unprofitable ſervants, 


and henceforward, reſoluc with the Church, of old; 


„ Notts talke, but to liuc. 


The maine diſpatcht, wee would ſpeake the reft, 
if we could, with one breath. Is God good ? Then 
loue him; for, Goodneſſe is the obiect of lone: 
now 


S 
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Gods Goodrſſe_.. ” 
now loue is a deſire of vnion, it vnites vs to God, by Nees of loue | 
conforming and transforming vs, ſo that then our | 
loue ſhall appeare to be true, when out of a deſire ro 
be made one with God, wee conforme to his oidi- See this Vie 
nances, and be transformed into his Image. 222 

Againe, is God good ? then let him ber iuſlified, * , 2, 
and euery mouth ſtopped; we inſtance, | 
Firſt, innes are committed; Doc wee make God As . and 
a cauſe of it? What as much as man? What more e ,? 
then man? What more then Sathan ? O blaſphe- „n. Che? - 
mic ! O impudencie! Did ic ever come into any of »right. 
our hearts ſo to thinke ? No, no, we yeeld that finne 
cannot comport with a glorified eſtate, much leſſe 
with glory it ſelfe : Wee hold , that God being 
e it ſelſe, and All-ſufhciency, cannot be a 
cauſe, either morall or Phyſicall, of that which is 
( formally) nothing but denciency, and if our one 
words may not be taken in our one cauſe, let ſome , ,. 
conſult Sex, and their own & the purer Schooles; v. arm. The. 
others theit owne Armini and Yorſtius, and then — x 
tell vs, what wee fay more themthey, or they leſſe > wy 
then we ( for ſubſtance) about the caule of ſiune. 
Secondly, the world ( Chriſtian) is embroyled, 
yet God is good; in this Confuſion he fecth order, 
and in this double - ſaced world, the fide to God - 
ward is beautifull, when that to vs - ward is defor- — of 
wed. 
Thirdly, Diſputes ariſe, touchin g Reprobation, „. Sc 
which trench farreypon Gods tights, fay fill, he is Da * 
good, all that he decrees and does is of himſelfe, of this. | 
and for himſelfe, and therefore beft, becaule from, 


and for the beſt. 
Lafily, 


! 


Plas. of trang. 
& minde. 


al. 73. 1. 
Ful. 34- 
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Laflly, Diſcontents ariſe; fy ſtill, God is good; 
the times are hard, yet He is good; men are nought, 


yet He is good; we haue our ants; yet He is good 


to vs, and where can we mend our ſelues? Were wee 


in France, in Bohemia, in Paloma; nay, were we not 


Chriſtians but Hcachens, not men but beaſts, not 
beaſts, but ghoſts in hell, tere dutie to ſay, Cod is 
good ( for where power, juſtice, wiſedome are, there 
goodneſſe is) and it goodneſſe mutt be acknowled- 

there, muſt it not in England, the face of Europe; 
in Zonden, the eye of England ? Behold, the Ctea- 
tures refreſht with Gops goodacſle triumph; the 
Fields laugh; the Corne (ings ; the Buds chirp; the 
Beaſts skip; yea, (ſayth the Heathen ) wee loue to 
heare them ling, not howle, not roare, not bellow ; 
and (hall we (in the midſt of their reioycing ) whine 
and cry? Doubtleſſe, what ever the times be, or our 
eſtates be, God is good; and goodneſſe is excellent, 
and excellency challengeth honour, therefore doe 
the Lord right. How ever it be (ſayth the Prophet) 

God i good to Iſraul; Let the 1ſracll of God taſte it, 
reliſh it, conſeſſe ir, live in the ſtrength of it, 
die in the ſenſe of it and ever continue 
in the feare of Gods goodneſſe: 
as Hoss a ſpcakes, 

Chap. 3. Vit. 


Thus farre of that Goodneſſe now, whereof 
no Angel can ever ſpeake enough. 


7 


dn, che thing: ſecondly, the adiun&, 
7 Noll For the firſt, — Idi) beſome- 
What generall, yet our Tranſlation is 
— — Marth. 9. 13. whorenders it 
90 Nye reel Secondly, yr ge — who ſevers it 
Mercie, 
— a 9 Goodueſſe, — ing miſery and 
want. 

For the ſecond, tis everlaſting ; evetlaſtingneſſe 4rtemmwn 
(or eternitie) = poſſeſſion, all at once, oſan 
endleſſe life (ſayth Boerb: ) Everlaſting Mercy then 
is perfect Mercy, which (hats out all the im 
ons of time, beginni ſucceſſion, and ſuch is 
Gods Mercie. Firft, his E{[entiall Mercie, is everla- 
ws ens Cres Wag God hath not, 

t is, t He is beginnin being, and that 
which 1 is offi Ele andere imielſe, is eternitie it 
ſelfe : Second nd (his Relatine mertie (whichreſpe&s 
vs, and makes impreſſion on vs) is everlaſting too, 


= 


in a ſenſe; ſot the Creatures, ever ſince they had be» 


ing in him, or exiſtence in their naturall cauſes, did 

ever and ever well need Mercy, either preſerving or 

conſerving, Preventing or — Mercy iu the 

fuſt alk, is . e. dle is, vncapable of 

end, becauſe vuboundable in the ſecond 

ſenſe, it is Privatiaely enaleſſe, it ſhall never — 
D 


Gods "Mercie_.. 
take end, though in it ſelſe ic may, and fore wayes 
is bounded; the firſtis urloded d the latter, but the 
latter chiefly here entended z and thereſote the point 

DoF. 2. ariſes to be this: Godi mere ( chiefly io ha Churth) a 
an endleſſe Merci, it knowes no end, teceiues no in- 
Reaſ. terruption. Reaſons hereof from the Word, are 
| che ſe, ( for as touching teilimonie this Plalme ſhall 
be our ſecuritie ) firſt, from Gd nature 3 He, good. 
1. Mevey pleaſes him. Firſi, it is no trouble for him to 
Nich 7. 48. . exerciſe Mercy: Secondly, It is tris delight zwee are 
| never weary ofreceiving, therefore He cannot de of 
giving; ſor, as it is a more bleſſed thing ro gine than 
to receiue; fo, God takes more content in the one 
than we in the other. 

. Secondly, from His vnchangrabie Word and Coue- 
mant, hes ſayth the Lord, though the Mountaines 
16. 54.9. 16, ſhould remoue, &c : and though ty Covenant with 

i the Heavens ſhould fayle, yet northis.Eſay. 54. 
3. — 2 ——ů— 2 
Perfection and /wper fect iam: the is 
— reend,the ſecond icthe Obiectof Mercie; for 
the rſt, that which moues to Mercie, 1s Proprietie, 
Ela, 58.7. therefore we pittie man becauſe he is our one ficſh, 
therefore a Chriſtian man, becauſe we be in rhe bo- 
Heb. 13-3: die. We pirtic ftill eur owne, and thereſore God 
quam aliquid (ewes mercie to vs, becauſe He hath an intereſt in 
jr, Au, . s and ve be his owne, either as crearures, or chil- 
dren, and ſo concurre with him in ſame of 
1. Are ben, Perfection: for the ſecond 3 the ObicRt of ts 
da ſecunda. ot miſery, vnleſe in (the Schoole mans ſenſe, that 
De is) agenerall ſenſe, but deſectiueneſſe ; for wharfoe- 
2 ver hach not ul thingʒ in, of, by ix ſelſe, ſtands ever ar 
x the 


=. 
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the mercy of another; and in theſe circumſtances 
ſtandsevery Creature, he partly is and is not, and As nf. 
therefore needes, and therefore rect iues mercy from Qu” 
God, where he entends it's perpetuitie. | 
Now, is Gods mercy thus Exdleſſe? Then (to lay ½ 1. 
nothing of thoſe vncouth Diſputes, touching that 
Apocryphall invocation of Saints, as Eccius ac know De venrr ſane. 
ledgeth it touching exciſion and interciſion of grace, 
the precedency ot ſome Creatures aboue Chriſl, in 
point of Mercy, and other the like monſters of opi- 
nion and blaſphemie) . Let vs learne of the Church, 
to dwell vpon the mercies of Godzia ſome attributes 
we may be too buiſie, but here a man may let out 
himſelie without danger; God offers more mercie 
to our eyes then wee can ſce; to our thoughts, then 
we can conceiue; and when we haue done all, He Nek. g, 
aboxe all prayes : hereby our hearts will be wonne to 
God; power without mercy, amares, wiſedome con- 
founds, juſtice affrights, but mercie ſeene in all (as 
in this N vnites & melts, here is daily employ- 
ment, for He lades vs daily with bleſſings, and his 
mercies ate freſb every morning ʒ we provoke him, and Lan. ;. 
he is patient ʒ we put him to it, and he is clement ; we 
be emptie, and he is launtiſull we be miſerable, and 
he is pitifulgood to our bodies, ſoules æſtates, names, 
friends, Townes, Church, State, Court, Kingdome: 
Oh, let theſe Mercies ſoke into our hearts, till they 
draw forth toares, as they did from Bragfard 1 Let 
the how/e of Leviſay, his Mercie endures for ever 3 Cet 
the houſe of ludah ſay, his Mercie endures for ever; Let 
the felds lay, it is his mercy tha webe not all ſpoy- 
led; Let our Gities lay, 8. marcy that wee he 
2 not 
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Gods Mercie_. 

not all burnt ; Bet our Churches ſay, it is his mercie 
that we be not all raſ de; Yea, let this Land (of all 
Lands) ſay, it is his mercie that ſword and fire and 
peltilence,and other miſeries, doe not prey vpon me, 
as vpon my Siſter-Kingdomes; O Lord, whow G 
Ake to thee ? Thus to beare, thus to bleſſe; had not 
thy Mercies exceeded all limits, our ſinnes ere this 
had ſunke us all: our England had beene made a ſe- 
cond Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Is God ever mercifall ? Then the Argument ĩs ever 
good, Turne to the Lord, ſay the — 0 ſayes 
the Apoſtle, this the vſe, that Mercy muſt be put to, 
the better God hath beene to vs, the more wee muſt 
bleede vnder his reprooſes; O my people, what baue / 
done vnto thee ? or wherein lune / grieved thee ? teſti 
. 4g ainſt me. Surely I brought thee vp out of the land of E- 

pt, and redeemed thee out of the houſe of ſervants,and i 
Ve ſent before thee Moſes, Aaron, and Miriam. O my 
people, remember now what Balak King of Moab had de- 
viſed, and what Balawm the ſonne of Beor anſwered him, 
from Shittim onto Gilgal, that ye may know the righte- 
ouſneſſe of the Lord. Sayes God, Mich. 6. 3. 6. He 
ſpale it once to /#dab, now to England, O wy people, 
what is the matterthat cannot winne you ?Where-« 

in — — 79 teare mine ? 
When did I grieve you that you grieue me? When 
was I hard to you, ther you ſo hardly afford me one 
day in ſeaven? What ayles you, hat ayles you, that 
you will not be ruled by me? would have you leave 
our finnes, yon will not; I would have you holy, 
y. you will not ; I would haue a Covenantof 

Sale 2 — vs, that I might never leaue you, you will 
not; 


pollute her ſelfe. In thee bane they deſpiſed father and mo- 


ſhed blood: thou haſt taken vſury and the incres 


| Gods Mencies. ann 
not; no words, no firoakes, no fights abroad, no 
louc, no kindneſſe, ao patience at can men 
Ou. 1 — 
F O that yet, yet, yer, we, all we of this Church, of . » © 


this Iland, would meete the Lord with faſting and 

mourning, and make our peace wich him, whileſt | 

peace is in our gates. Now what the whole Land in * 
enerall, that this Chamber in perticular muſt doe, s 
will ſuppoſe your Government, your ſelues pre- 

ſent, to be af Mo what ſhall we ſay of inche 

Citric ? I muſt turne to Ezechiel 22. and [| that 

to our Jeruſalem, which the Prophet there doth to 

his Landon. The citie ſbeddeth blood m the midſt of it, that verc 3. 

her time may come, and maketh idols againſt her ſelſe to — 


ther : in the midſt of thee baue they oppreſſed the ſtran- 


ger in thee they have vexed the fatherles and the widow, 


T how haſt deſpiſed mine holy things, and haſt polluted 
Sabbaths. Fog are men — tales to able, 
in thee are they that eat vpon the mountain: in the mid in 
of thee they commit aboxnination, In thee hae they ai 
wered their fathers ſhame: Inthee haue they taken 72 
, 4d 
thou hiſt defranded thy neighbours y extortion : In thee 
thy Prophets haue daubed with vntempered morter: in thee 
thy people (generally) vexe,.oppreſſe, rob, and wroug 
one another. Thusthe her then: now I report 
my varies wed mr! phet may not ſtill take 
vp his words againſſ this place, and if ſo, then heare 
what the Lord further And ſought for a man Ve. 30. 
among them, that ſhould make vp the hedge, and fand in 
the gappe before me for "_—_ that 1 ſhould not deſtroy 

| 3 11, 
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rods ce | 
it, but 1 ſaund none. O vnſpeakeable Patience and 
Merci, when they ſought not God, God ſought 
them, when the moſt were deſperate, he ſought for 
ſome few to ſtand in the breach, and a few ſhould 
haue ranſomed multitudes. Now then (much ho- 
noured and beloved) are there any men amidſt you? 
any that can weepe for the abominations ot the 
any that can pray? any chat can wreſtle with 
eaven ? Let theſe ſtand ia the gappe ; Let theſe (land 
betweene the living and the 420 with theit Cen- 
ſers, Let them lic betwixt the Porch and the Altar, 
and lay, 0 thou God of Mercies, ſpare aur Cittie, ſpare 
our houſes, ſpare our Churches, ſpare our ſtreets, and be 

Mercifull to our ſunnes, for they are wondrons great. 
3 And what I ſay to all, I ſpeake to every one now 
Tocach man preſnet, Turne: Ho thou that haſt beenc an /dola- 
1 ter, a Swearer an Adalterer, aH anton, 4 Murtherer, ce. 
Make this uſe of Gods patience and kindnes to thee, 

to wit, Kepent. 

O but my ſinnes are many ? yea, but his mercies 
are more; O but they are great ? his mercics are grea- 
ter O but I am exceeding bad; how bad ?as Aan 
ſes? he had mercie for him; as At:pdalen ? he had 
mercie for her; a2 Adam ? he had mercie for him; 
O but it is now too late, all his mercic is ſpent; No; 
His mercie emdureth for ever. Beloved, the Lord hath 
ſent this day the chieſe of ſinners to proclaime thus 
much in your carcs, that never yet any periſhed for 
want of mercic in God: be it that chy ſinues be ſinnes 
of darteneſſe, ſinues of death of blaod,of hell. yet if thou 
canſt ſinde a heart to repent, God will finde in his 
heart to pardon, ſee thou thy fiangs, conſeſſe, be- 


waile, 
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waile, abhorre, forſake them, ſecke thou the face of Theſe things - 
God, lie at his foore} Call, Crie, ord be merciful io mn * 
we a ſinner : get his Sonne, his Image, and new'obe+ of repenrance 
dience, and thy caſe is ble ſſod, nay, it thou canſtnoc — 4 * 
thus repent, yet thirſt, nay, if thou canſt not thirſi, MI. pb; 
yer mourne, uay, it thou canſt not mourne, yet be — * 
in ſpirit, and being ſo in truth, the 15 

thine, aad the blood of /e/ms Chriſt ſbull tiramſe ther 
all, all (I ay agame ) all by ſimnes. | 

Is Godever thereifull? then be gem adh ir your —= + 
beeventy Father nay, hedoth not oncly practiſe mer- Fo 
eie, but alſo commands it, nay commendꝭ it, nay re*” 
wards it, nay plagues the neglect of it, even to vtter 
deſtruction; your Elder brother C ixiſſ is alſo merci- 6 
full, and interprots every kindneſſe done to hia done 
to himſelfe ; beſides, Mercie graces Religimm;gladsche 
Charch;fils her mouth with Gods prayſes, ſlopsthe 
mouth of all adverſaries, yea mercie the 
afflicted, and refreſheth the bowels ; for it 
winnesvpon them in point ofReligion,forthy ſeit, 
it comforts thy ſoule, as an evidence of thy truth, 
exſerh thy bode being a lighrer burden then what 
elſe will oppreſſe, ( fierceneſſe and cructrie)crownes o 
thy name, being that grace that exempts from perte - & dn 
cution, and is moſt attractiue, improues thiar eſſme, 
ſanQiferh thy preſent portion to thy ſelſe, and ſet- 
tles the remainder vpon thy pofteritie z armes thee 
againft ſickneſſe and death. Pal. 41. Mt. againſt ob- 
livioo in the grave, 4. ꝙ. v.39. againſt judgement 
ut the lame 2. v. x — 2. ſo that it 
we either reſpect out Pat her, God, orour Saviour, 
Chriſt, or our Mother the Church, or oor brerheen, 


Chriſtians, or our obſervers, Enemies, or our owne 
— loules, here or hereafcer, we mult be mer - 
If — aske me, how this mercie muſt be exerci - 
ſed ? I muſt ( in this haft) referre Schollers to the Ca- 
ſuiſte, and the reſt of you to other Authors, for a ful- 
ler anſwer, the ſumme is this: Mercic mui! have, firſt, 
4 good route, Faith in God, Laue io God and man:Second- 
ly, 4 good end, Gods 48 mans good and our thankes, 
not merit, aot ſatisſaction, not impetration, as they. 
— yrows = Word muſt order vs, — 
on; and things, ons, we mult begin wi 
God, and with the — Line our ler to him. 
2 Cor« 8. v. 5. that done, wee muſt proceede to the 
— — then to —— that —— — 
neareſt in the ſtrongeſt tyes ʒ and ſo paſſe on, till (li 
good ſtomackes ) we haue dealt — — 
moſt removed members. For things, reſpect mull be 
had to the-Soule firſt, then to the Name, then to the 
Bodie, then to the Eſtate: Fourthly, eur Almes muſt 
be good, for the matter of it, ſirſt, ia it ſelſe, being 
wholeſome, and our ewne, next, for the receiver, be- 
ing ſuted to his needes, ( for the purpoſe) com- 
ſort, if tem counſell, if diſtra ſuccour, it 
GEE hes, if naked, either worke or a whip, 
E. ” 

Would you know (in the third place) what mer- 
cie you muſt ſhe ? I anſwere, ſuch a mercicas God 
' hewes, firſt, vn verſall mercie, to mens ſoules, bo- 
dies, eſtates, and (that which the world is little ac- 
quainted with) ſpecially towards Rulers, mercie to 
mens Names. 

Secondly, 


4 
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Secondly, Everlaſl ing mercie, the righteous ( ſaith 
David) is ever grome , lending &e. Alaſſe Mercie 
breakes now as faſt as trading, faire houſes be ſhut 
in, mercie is runne the Countrie, and is like to 
periſh, for it will hardly live without a houſe; where 
a poore houſe is kept, there is ſomething for mer- 
cie io feede and worke vpon, ſome raggs, ſome 
ſcraps, ſome ſewell, ſome things but when (Mi- 
dax-like) all wee touch is gold, our bread gold, 
our fewell gold, all turned into the penny, I meane 
ſo, that we cannot giue, till wee haue paſt through 
three or foure Lockes, and ſeene and felt ouralmes, 
then certainely we thall part with it moſt vnwill 
ly. The houſe-keeper (it he want not an heart) hat 
opportunities more then any, for the exerciſing of 
mercy ; be not yee wearie of this well doing, the 
World (1 know ) is importunate in Compariſons, 
and impudent in preſſures vpon the free hearted, 
but doe you your duties, and feare not Swine that 
are well neither full nor faſting, 

Now as Houſe-keepers, ſo others in their places 
muſt bee ever merciſull; alle ver receiue mercie, let 
all ever ſhew ; all haue opportunities, let all appre- 
hend them; the poore ( ſaith our bleſſed Saviour) 
are ever with you, if ever, now. Mercy needs not ride 
abroad to ſeeke worke in theſe dayes, ſlep but into 
thy Neighbours houſe, and thou ſhalt finde po- 
vertic in the Chimney, in the Cupboard, leaneſſe 
fitting on the Cheekes, and cleaving to the ribbs 
of old and yong. O but wee haue not ſor them? 
Why where's the want ? your houſes bee as trim, as 


euer, your Children as fine, your Tables as full, 


E Jour 
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your waſtfulneſſe as much as ever, and can you be 


ever neat, nay ever prodigall, and nor ever mer- 


cifull ? Whats become ol Keligion now? Is all tur- 
ned into words, as once in Saint James his time ? 
Time was when Chriſtians would (ell their plate 
and Chalices, their Roabes and Icwels, their Lands 
and poſſeſſioas to relieve the Churches neceſſity 
y.Chry/.«4P« and ſhall not we part with ſupcrfluitics ? tell moe 
(you that reade Saint Jahn) how you ſatisſie his 
t loh. 3. 1. * 
queſtion, and your owne Conlciences ? if any 
Man hach theſe worlds goods, and ſees his Bro- 
ther want &c, How dwels the loue of God in him ? 
Will you ſay, wee haue not this Worldes goods? 
Then diſſemble not, now yee ſtand in a croſſe 
« Sam.24.23, poynt to good Araunabh, hee ſpent like a Subiect, 
gaue like a King; you build farre, goe like Prin- 
ces, and will you giue like Bankrupts? Nay your 
Tavernes, your Feaſtes, and Playes, will riſe vp a 
gainſt you :you haue meanes to feaſtthe Rich, and 
doe not you remember Chriſts Caveat, Mercie be- 
fore kindueſſe? Nay mercie before ſacrifice: You haue 
a pinte of wine for any Friend, and what? not a 
pefiny for Chriſt ? you can finde a Teſter for ſome 
game, ſome ſhewe, ſome ſtage Play, and what, no- 
Fer other ob- thing for Mercy ? Or will ycu ſay we ſceno neede ? 
ietions?- Why, what elſe can you ſee? Men want ſtocke, want 
— bread, want worke, want money, (and when that is 
cellendy an- deare, nothing is cheape ) and is not here need tbut 
| — there is no extremitie? Woe is mee, there be many 
And by A. at her ſtay, I haue a little meale and Oyle in a crayce, 
—_—— bake, eate, die, they are now ſinking, ſinking, 
orc, becauſe 1 5 
cannot ay. if you come not quickly to their ſuccour, they are 
1 Reg. 17. ia lo 


| 1 
loſt, is not this an extremitie ? But where be meanes? 
unde you hearts, I will yet finde meanes. 

Firit, gacte may lend you ſomething, your gol- 
den hands and fingers might cloath ſome, and bee 
never the Colder, your great Ruffes might feede o- 
thers, and bee never the vahanſomer, the Groues 
and Grownds vpon your bac kes (as Tertullian 
ſpcakes) might lodge others, and yet (ir never the 
worle vpon your owne and childrens backs. 

Secondly, the Belly might ſpare you ſomething 
with advantage to your health, and ſtrength, one 
meale ſaved in a wee ke, one diſ at a meale, one cup 
of wine, one pipe of Tobacco in a day would come 
to ſomething in the yeare. I quake to thinke what 
Chriſtians wee be, ſome ſurfer, ſome ſtarue, and all 
at once; rather then we will not pine the poore, wee 
will cramme and choake our ſelues. 

Thirdly, aur Houſes might lend vs ſomething, fot 
howſoever with them of old) wee ſeede, as if wee 
would die preſently, yet wee build as if wee would 
live for ever: It is a world to ſee how curious we be 
in ſuting every Roome, whileſt the members of 
Chriſt goe not like one Fathers children, nay it is 
not neceſſary they ſhould be all in a Sure, onely if 
Chriſt may be heard, he that hath two coates, ſhould 
give one to the naked. 

Fourthly, borrow of our Enemie Sinne, and here if 
you will not hold, I know not what to ſay, but 
that, the Heathen ſayth, hee & 4 bad Phyſitian that 
deſpayres of his cure; wee haue money for braules, 
for bribes, for the feeding of pride, revenge, am- 
bition,luſt,and (hall we feede foes, and ſtarue friends? 

E 2 let 
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Gods Men 


let me ſpeake it once for all, had wee as much zeale 
to mercy,as to ſinne, to men, as to birds and mon- 


kies, ro Chriſtians and Preachers, as to Claw - backs, 


Ieſters, Pidlers, Fooles, we would finde m-ancs to 
relieue them; meanes for the preſent, but how 


| ſhall our owne doe hereafter ? Why, is not mercy 


as (ure agraine as vanitie? Is God like to breake ? 
ſayth not hee, Hee that piues to the poore, lends to the 
Lord, and hee will pay um? I haue nothing to ſpare ; 
chou haft for thy triendes, for Gods Enemies, Pride, 
Vanitie, if none for Chriſt; receive thy doome, 
Hee that ftops his eare at the crie of the Poore, himſelfe 


ſhall ery and not be heard. Othe time ſhall come,when 


he ſhall toſſe and tumble, roare and bellow, Lord 
haue mercie on mee, O Lord, O Lord helpe mee, 
but the Lord will an ſwere him, as he did his bro- 
ther with meere ſilence. /udgement without mercie, to 
him that ſhewed no mercie, depart from mer yee curſcd. 
— had meate, drinke, cloath, houſe-roome, for 

full men, horſes, doggs, catrs, none for mee. But 
che bee as fine as my ſelfc ? I pray thee, bee 
ſayd with reaſon ;ifothers be not fit to rece iue, thou 
art not tyed to giue; H thou bee fic to give, and 
they to receive, diſpute no longer, rather heare the 
597 Put on the bowels ef mercy, and to that end 
take his directions, firſt ſlay vnmorrified — next 
ſteepe thy thoughts in the Mercies of God, and they 
will dye thine, as the dye - fat doth the cloath, 
that done, be rich in faith and good workes ; firft, 
in the Imwarde actes of mercy, pittie the afflicted, 
bleede with them, mourne with them, thirſt their 
good, caſt their good. Secondly, In a, ates 
of 
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ol mercie, goc to them, fit with them, pray for 
them, lend them, ſpeake tor them now to God, now 
to man, giue them, forgiue them, and if all thy abi- 
litie amount but to one cup ol cold water it ſhall be 4. 10. 
. accepted, rewarded, 
Laſtly, Godis ever mercifall; let vs then leave , * 
the labouring Church, after our moſt earneſt re- 
-queſts and deepeſt humiliations for her, in his ever- 1 
laſling armes as Moſes ſpeakes. Lets ( ſecondly ) be Don. 33- 1 
envited to — our IIraell to him whoſe — * | 
mercy hath hetherto prevented vs, and ever will Gods pecall | 
reſerue vs if wee conſtantly cleave and flye vnto meecie is +» | 
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im, and let euery one (to make an end) that is ca- 
pable of mercy, being Fatherleſſe, that hath obtai- 4 
| ned mercy, being Penitent, thirdly, that loues mer Hol: 14. 5+ 
| cy, being Mercifull, ſay himſelie here: The Mercy of 
God endureth for ever, my ſtrength may faile , my 
. eſtate may, my friends mays my outward co 
my inward feelings may, but the Mercies of God 
never ſayle, all miſeries haue an end, Gods Mercie 
| (which is my both mercy and merit) is endleſſe, 
| is bouadlcfle : It endures for ever, yea for ever, and 
ever, and againe ſaich the Prophet for ever, and a- 
gaine and againe, for ever beyond all times, all 
things, all mens mercies, all mens miſeries: 
you muſt end,and I muſtnow, but I muſt 
ende as my Prophet dorh, Prayſe 
yee the God of Heaven, For his 
Mercie endures for ever. 


FINIS. 
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| of the truth of this Coppy, in N 
NOR of its briefencs, onde ſland ( Rea- 

| der) that indeed I penned « larger 
M2. iſcowſe; but yon the adviſe of the 

. *Phyſitian (in Whoſe handes Ithen was) I abridg dit, * 

45 here thou findft it in this ſecond Edition, which in : 

"- ſubſtance containes no mort, thun what Was before pub- 

ſappched, ſome notes for lightſomenes in the Mar gent . 

added out of my one (oppy, and the eſcapes i Prin 

ting corrected. Vale. 
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